
Buxton Fringe Update 
First of all, I hope that you are all keeping well during this unsettling time for everyone. 
 
As you will probably have heard, the Buxton International Festival has had to cancel for 2020. This is terribly 
disappointing and Buxton during July definitely won’t be the same without the festival. Brighton Fringe has 
also postponed until the autumn. 
 
However, we are entirely independent of the Festival, and fortunately don’t face the same financial risks and 
pressures that they do, or indeed the larger Fringes, so we can be more nimble and try to avoid the same 
fate. 
 
We exist to put on a Fringe in Buxton in July, and, like the Edinburgh Fringe in August, we still hope to do so. 
The town will definitely need something to look forward to over the coming weeks, and whilst it may be a 
very different Fringe it will still be a Fringe. We have great confidence in our performers’ ingenuity! At the 
same time we will always be guided by government guidelines to ensure that we only ever support safe 
practices both during the Fringe and in the lead up to it. 
 
For anyone still hoping to enter this year's Fringe, please be aware of several key measures that we have 
decided to take just for this year. 
 
1. We are making the entry fee £50 across the board (there is still an extra £10 fee for opera house sales). 
Anyone who has already entered at a higher fee will receive a refund on request. 
 
2. We are going to extend the entries deadline to June 1st at which point we can all take stock as to how we 
can proceed. 
 
3. If you decide to withdraw from the Fringe at any point up to June 1st you can ask for and will receive a full 
entry fee refund from us. We hope this will encourage you to put in an entry even if you are not sure how 
things will work out. Although we are not giving up hope of a Fringe this summer, please do not take 
this as encouragement to get together to rehearse and plan shows in contravention of official 
guidance. If you can't put a show together, that's a shame but everyone's health is more important, 
and that is why we guarantee refunds if you withdraw from the Fringe. 
 
4. Your arrangement with your venue is separate matter and you will have to contact them direct if you need 
to. In the event of your venue being unable to host your event we would try to help rehome you and if we 
can’t do that, offer you a full entry fee refund. 
 
5. In order to be as flexible as possible and protect ourselves financially we are very unlikely to be able to 
print a full programme this year though we will take a final decision at the beginning of June. We will still 
market events extensively through the website, our app and via press releases and social media. It may also 
be possible to print some last-minute directional publicity. 
 
We have suggested that our entrants beef up their online links so do keep an eye on our website and all the 
exciting what's on listings. https://buxtonfringe.org.uk/descriptions2020.html 
A new gallery feature against each listing showcases performers' pictures in all their glory! 
 
There will be more decisions to be made in the coming months and we will keep you informed. In the 
meantime please do respond if you have any immediate questions. Please also feel free to reach out to us 
on Twitter, Facebook and Instagram. The Fringe is a real community and we like to look out for each other. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
 
Stephanie Billen 
 
Marketing Officer 

Stephanie Billen 
Fringe Marketing Officer 
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